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Image	credit:	TechRadar	The	days	of	sharing	AirPods	buds	between	you	and	a	friend	could	be	coming	to	an	end:	a	new	rumor	suggests	the	iPhone	11	will	have	the	ability	to	beam	audio	to	two	Bluetooth	devices	at	the	same	time.Respected	Apple	blog	Macotakara	(opens	in	new	tab)	has	the	story,	via	sources	in	the	Asian	supply	chain,	suggesting	that
dual	Bluetooth	audio	is	coming	to	the	next	batch	of	flagship	iPhones.Recent	iPhone	models	can	already	connect	to	two	Bluetooth	devices	at	once,	but	can	only	play	audio	through	one	of	them	at	a	time.	This	works	separately	to	AirPlay,	which	is	also	able	to	handle	multiple	audio	devices	simultaneously.The	example	that	Macotakara	gives	is	being	able
to	hook	up	both	a	car	stereo	and	headphones	at	the	same	time,	while	you're	on	the	road	–	music	and	navigation	instructions	could	be	sent	to	different	devices.Bring	your	own	AirPodsAs	useful	as	dual	Bluetooth	audio	is,	it	can	be	difficult	to	get	right	from	a	technical	perspective	–	as	we've	seen	from	the	small	number	of	Android	phones	on	the	market
that	already	offer	it.Assuming	Apple	can	get	it	right,	it	would	make	sharing	tunes	with	a	friend	on	the	bus	much	more	straightforward,	if	you	both	had	a	pair	of	AirPods	to	hand.Those	little	wireless	earbuds	may	well	be	the	focus	of	the	new	feature,	if	it	arrives.	The	iPhone	11	is	also	rumored	to	be	able	to	charge	up	a	pair	of	AirPods,	while	we've	seen
regular	reports	that	upgraded	AirPods	are	also	on	the	way.We'll	find	out	for	sure	when	September	rolls	around	and	the	new	iPhone	11	models	appear.	Before	then,	WWDC	2019	should	tell	us	more	about	iOS	13.The	iPhone	11	could	bring	back	Touch	ID	–	with	a	huge	twistVia	9to5Mac	(opens	in	new	tab)	Sims	3	-	make	them	dance	to	your	own	tunes
Apple's	new	firmware	3.0	update	for	the	iPhone	has	allowed	developers	to	make	new	Apps	that	interact	with	one	another,	with	one	of	the	best	coming	from	EA	Games	in	the	shape	of	Sims	3.Users	can	get	their	character	to	play	music	from	the	iPhone's	music	library,	where	the	characters	will	dance	rather	weirdly	to	a	stereo,	which	is	always	fun	when
you	want	to	play	God.Or	the	characters	can	buy	things	as	extensions	within	the	game	itself	thanks	to	Apple's	new	In-App	Purchase	option	that	was	unveiled	as	part	of	the	new	firmware	update.New	items	can	be	purchased	for	around	60p	each,	with	a	link	to	the	iTunes	interface	coming	up	when	you	decide	to	buy.LifescanAnother	cool	App	will	enable
diabetes	sufferers	(and	diet	freaks)	to	keep	a	close	tab	on	their	blood	sugar	levels.Lifescan,	from	Johnson	&	Johnson,	lets	you	prick	your	finger	with	a	glucose	meter	and	then	transmit	that	data	via	Bluetooth	to	the	iPhone,	meaning	you	can	keep	track	of	your	diet	or	glucose	level	for	diabetics,	telling	them	exactly	how	much	insulin	they	need.They	can
then	re-calculate	on	the	iPhone	their	insulin	levels	should	they	decide	to	exercise	or	change	their	blood	sugar	level	later,	with	all	the	data	shown	in	a	handy	to	read	chart,	which	can	track	previous	levels	and	warn	of	any	dangerous	swings.There's	no	word	on	when	these	application	will	be	available	at	the	moment	or	how	much	they	/	the	equipment	will
cost,	but	we'll	keep	you	posted.	When	Google	launched	Google	Play	(originally	called	Google	Music)	last	year,	a	lot	of	hype	surrounded	the	service,	since	it	represented	the	search	giant’s	entry	into	the	world	of	music	streaming.	But	now	the	hype	has	largely	died	down,	and	many	Google	users	remain	confused	about	what	the	service	allows	them	to	do,
and	how	Google’s	music	locker	works.	We	have	the	info	you	need	to	start	uploading	and	streaming	your	music	with	Google	Play	as	efficiently	as	possible.	Google	Play’s	primary	purpose	is	to	let	you	upload	your	existing	music	(up	to	20,000	songs	as	of	this	writing;	sorry,	music	aficionados)	to	Google’s	servers	so	that	you	can	store	them,	stream	them,
and	redownload	them	to	any	computer	connected	to	the	Web.	You	need	to	install	Google’s	Music	Manager	software,	which	helps	you	find	and	upload	your	music.	The	application	is	available	from	the	Google	Play	store;	if	you	haven’t	signed	up	for	the	Google	Play	store	yet,	the	Google	Play	home	page	will	default	to	a	download	page	for	the	program.
After	you	download	the	Music	Manager	app,	install	it	and	configure	it	for	your	PC.	The	setup	process	is	straightforward;	after	you	sign	in	with	your	Google	email	address	and	password,	it	will	ask	you	to	indicate	the	main	music	library	on	your	computer.	By	default	the	application	will	zero	in	on	your	iTunes	music	library;	if	the	bulk	of	your	music	is
located	elsewhere,	you	can	point	Google	in	the	right	direction	by	selecting	that	folder	manually.	The	Music	Manager	will	scan	the	selected	folder	and	begin	preparing	all	compatible	tracks	for	upload.	The	application	will	also	add	iTunes	playlists,	music	ratings,	and	play	counts	to	the	Google	Play	library,	further	easing	the	transition	from	iTunes.	The
main	drawback	to	Google	Play	is	that	the	uploading	is	slow.	In	my	tests,	uploading	my	library	of	7000	or	so	songs	took	the	better	part	of	two	days.	Luckily,	Google	Play	makes	the	process	mostly	painless	by	keeping	the	upload	client	running	in	the	background	and	turning	it	off	automatically	when	you	shut	down	or	restart	your	computer.	This	kind	of
background	uploading	can	hamper	your	PC’s	online	performance,	but	in	my	tests	it	didn’t	consume	too	much	bandwidth;	while	uploading	music,	I	was	still	able	to	watch	streaming	video	or	perform	other	bandwidth-heavy	tasks	with	relative	ease.	If	you	do	need	to	throttle	the	Music	Manager’s	upload	speed,	use	the	‘Bandwidth	available	for	uploading’
option	under	the	Advanced	section	of	the	application’s	preferences	menu.	Google	Play	can	be	finicky	about	file	formats,	too.	Unlike	the	situation	with	Spotify,	which	tries	to	match	unsupported	tracks	with	songs	from	its	library,	any	DRM-protected	tracks	you	might	have	bought	from	the	iTunes	Music	Store	or	other	similar	services	likely	won’t	make
the	jump	to	Google’s	servers.	The	music	that	you	do	upload	to	Google	Play	is	available	pretty	much	anywhere,	as	long	as	you	use	Google	Play’s	(admittedly	simple	and	well-designed)	music	player.	The	Music	Manager	tries	to	assess	your	favorite	tracks	intelligently	by	analyzing	their	rating	and	play-count	information	if	those	details	are	available	(it
counts	iTunes	ratings,	for	instance,	but	it	doesn’t	yet	support	some	less-popular	music	players),	and	it	uploads	those	tracks	first.	The	result	is	that	your	favorite	10	to	15	albums	should	be	available	in	the	first	hour	or	so	after	you	start	uploading,	assuming	a	stable	broadband	connection.	Log	in	to	your	Google	account,	and	point	your	browser	to	the
Google	Play	Web	Player.	Users	of	Windows	Media	Player,	iTunes,	or	similar	music	players	should	be	familiar	with	the	Web	Player	layout:	You	can	access	playlists,	albums,	or	artists	using	the	navigation	bar	on	the	left,	and	you	can	choose	a	specific	track	to	play	from	your	music	library	on	the	right.	Of	course,	this	is	a	Google	product,	so	the	player	also
has	a	search	bar	near	the	top	of	the	page	for	finding	a	particular	uploaded	album	or	track.	A	few	convenient	keyboard	shortcuts	in	the	Web	Player	can	make	your	life	a	little	easier.	The	usual	keyboard	shortcuts	are	here–pressing	the	spacebar	pauses	or	plays	the	current	track,	for	example,	and	tapping	the	arrow	keys	lets	you	advance	and	rewind
through	tracks.	In	addition,	you’ll	find	some	Google-specific	keyboard	shortcuts:	For	instance,	press	the	I	key	for	an	algorithmically	generated	playlist	based	on	the	current	track,	or	press	the	/	(slash)	key	to	jump	to	the	search	box	and	find	your	favorite	tracks.	Of	course,	Google	would	prefer	that	you	buy	tunes	from	the	Google	Play	music	store,	so
Google	Play	is	designed	to	work	best	with	those	purchased	tracks.	That	said,	songs	bought	from	the	Google	store	come	as	high-quality	DRM-free	MP3	files,	and	they	cost	about	as	much	as	songs	from	the	iTunes	store.	In	fact,	the	two	content	stores	are	similar	enough	that	you	have	no	truly	compelling	reason	to	choose	one	over	the	other.	Google	lacks
some	songs	that	iTunes	has	(Google	has	yet	to	sign	a	deal	with	Warner	Music,	for	example).	However,	when	you	purchase	music	from	Google,	the	tracks	appear	in	your	Google	Play	library	automatically,	an	intriguing	feature	if	you	want	to	make	Google	your	primary	music	player.	Android	phone	and	tablet	users	can	get	the	most	out	of	Google’s	music
service,	thanks	to	the	Google	Play	Android	app.	In	addition	to	letting	you	stream	music	from	your	mobile	device,	the	app	allows	you	to	store	any	playlist	for	playing	offline,	a	handy	feature	to	have	when	a	Wi-Fi	or	cellular	connection	isn’t	available.	iOS	users	desperate	for	a	Google	Play	fix	can	still	access	the	Web	Player	through	any	browser	(including
Safari);	of	course,	Apple	users	have	no	way	to	use	offline	mode	without	a	dedicated	Google	Play	app.	Now	that	I’ve	shown	you	what	Google	Play	is	and	how	it	works,	I	have	to	note	a	few	things.	If	you	are	a	hard-core	music	fan,	Google	Play	is	not	an	ideal	fit	for	you	unless	you	are	deeply	tied	to	the	Android	ecosystem.	In	contrast,	if	you	are	a	casual	user
of	Google’s	Web	services,	you’ll	find	Play	useful	as	a	way	to	back	up	your	favorite	tracks	so	that	you	can	enjoy	them	from	any	Internet-connected	computer	in	case	you	lose	access	to	your	home	library	or	suffer	a	catastrophic	data	loss	that	wipes	out	your	music	collection.	Move	away	traditional	light	bulb.	Hit	the	road	audio	speakers.	AudioBulb	is	here,
and	it’s	goal	is	to	totally	obliterate	your	existence.	I	know	that’s	an	over	bearing	statement;	however,	if	you	ruminate	about	it,	why	would	you	use	traditional	audio	speakers	with	troublesome	wires	that	entangles	all	the	time	with	other	electronic	gadget’s	wires,	when	you	can	choose	to	go	wireless,	correct?	What’s	more,	AudioBulb	is	also	a	lighting
system;	so	you	are	actually	getting	two	products	in	a	single	purchase.	Now,	how	cool	is	that?	Moreover,	this	innovative	product	is	designed	to	work	with	iPhones,	iPods,	and	any	auxillary	input	source.	The	designers’	idea	came	from	the	challenge	of	combining	something	installed	in	practically	every	room:	a	light	socket,	with	something	that	all	Johns
and	Janes	want	in	every	room:	light	and	music.	How	many	Joes	does	it	take	to	set	up	a	lightbulb?	Screwing	in	an	AudioBulb	to	a	light	socket	doesn’t	require	technical	prowess.	You	only	need	3	easy-breezy	steps	to	set	up.	No	kidding,	only	3	steps!	Twist	the	unit	into	any	light	socket,	or	lamp,	and	turn	it	on.	Connect	audio	source	by	using	Aux-In	or
Apple	30-pin	to	the	standalone	base	and	hit	play.	In	minutes	you	can	enjoy	listening	to	your	favorite	music	from	up	to	8	bulbs	and,	here’s	the	thing:	you	can	set	up	in	any	kind	of	environment.	Seriously	—	the	revolution	is	on.	Play	music	with	a	lightbulb.	Official	Site	|	giinii.com
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